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Children and Civilizati 


N 4842 the Island of Hong Kong was ceded to Great Britain by the 


< treaty’of Nanking. It is now a crown colony administered by a Gov- 


ernor, assisted by an executive and a legislative council. Viscountess 
Astor has recently been looking into conditions there with regard to bind- 
ing children out to work under the mui tsai system. By questioning the 
Under Secretary of State for the Colonies she brought out the fact that 
under a recent bill passed by the Government of Hong Kong a minimum 
wage of $1 a month was hereafter to be paid to girls between 10 and 15 
years of age, and $1.50 a month for girls over 15 years of age. 


The bill contained no specific figures as to the hours of work, but pro- 
vided that no employer should overwork or ill-treat a mui tsai. Seeing 
what a wonderful thing the minimum wage law for girls is in Hong Kong, 
those who desire welfare legislation for girls in the United States will doubt- 
less be more depressed than ever over the recent decision of the Supreme 
Court. 


Feminism Gains In South America. 


OUTH AMERICA has always been regarded as a rather backward 
continent so far as women’s rights are concerned. It is now, however, 
making rapid progress. The Central American Republics of Guatemala, 
Honduras, Salvador, Nicaragua and Costa Rica have already given women 
certain political rights. Uruguay is fortunate in possessing a feminist 
President, Dr. Baltasar Brum. Suffrage bills are pending in both Argen- 
tine and Uruguay, whilst the provinces of San Juan, La Rioja and Santa 
Fe, in the Argentine, have already granted women the municipal franchise. 
The rapid progress of woman suffrage in the Argentine and in Uruguay is 
mainly due to the devoted efforts of two of its foremost women citizens, 
Dr. Alicia Moreau, a well-known social worker and editor of the Argentine 
Review, Humanidad Nueva (New Humanity), and Dr. Paulina Luisi, the 
first woman in Uruguay to graduate for the B. Sc. degree, and the first to 
qualify as a doctor of medicine. 


Brazil opened her civil service to women in 1920, and since that time 
women have also been admitted to teaching and administrative positions in 
the University of Rio de Janeiro. 


It is proposed to hold the next Pan American Congress in South 
America in May, 1924, either in Rio de Janeiro at the invitation of the 


Brazilian Suffrage Society, or in the Argentine, 


Bermuda Suffrage Move Interests Americans. 


VEN though they may not, under Bermuda law, share in the fran- 
chise rights now being sought by their sisters of these sunny isles, 
women from the States, who are property holders in Bermuda, are 
enthusiastic in their support of the “votes for women” movement which has 
just been inaugurated, and are giving their moral support to the drive just 
launched by the women of Bermuda in the hope of being able to secure the 
right to vote for the first time in the next general election, which will preb- 
ably take place within a month. 


American women who are temporary sojourners at the hotels are much 
interested in the outcome of Bermuda’s first organized woman suffrage 
campaign. Canadian women holding property among the cottagers, who as 
British-born subjects would be eligible as voters if the campaign succeeds, 
also are among the enthusiasts. The right of franchise in Bermuda is 
based on property qualifications and the women in their campaign are ad- 
vancing the argument that in cases where property is owned by a wife the 
vote of that household i is now lost. — 


NOTES OF THE WEEK 


The Legal Privileges Of Women. 


HE international character of the feminist movement is well indicated 
in the similarity of sentiment expressed by the various journals that 


. come every week to Headquarters. In almost every language that isphrased 


by the tongue of woman the same ideas appear. In Italian, French, Ger- 
man, English or less convenient idioms, women are repeating the demand 
for Equal Rights. 


In the English weekly Time and Tide, Maude I. Crofts, Solicitor, puts 
the case for the married woman perfectly: 


“It is sometimes said that married women should be allowed to retain 
their legal privileges in view of the many legal disabilities (for example, 
with regard to divorce and the guardianship of children) which they un- 
doubtedly still suffer,” says Mrs. Crofts. 


“This view is surely only superficially in favor of women and a closer 
examination discovers it to be essentially against their best interests. 

“Most of these privileges are not desired by reasonable married women 
who would be well content to take up the full burden of ordinary citizen- 
ship if only they could enjoy its corresponding rights. 

“If they were abolished no moral hardship would be imposed and a long- 
standing and oft-quoted argument against the attainment of real sex 
equality would be removed. 

“It is an anachronism for any remnant of the chattle status of women 
to survive in an age which has given them the right to own property, to 
vote, and to enter the professions, and it can only be a humiliation and not 
an advantage for married women in the twentieth century to receive legal 
treatment differing in any way from the rest of their fellow citizens.” 


A Clever Ruse. 


E DROIT DES FEMMES, the monthly review of the French 
League for Women’s Rights, in its current issue, brings to light a 
clever ruse whereby M. Roulleaux-Dugage apparently hopes to grant 
French women the suffrage with one hand, while defeating its purpose with 
the other. “Why should adult women not vote ?” he asks, and then he adds 


~ subtly, “Why should not the fathers and mothers of families have as many 


votes as they have children?” 


Considering that in France the father is the head of the family, and 
would therefore under this plan of “family suffrage” exercise the right of 
franchise for all of the children, whereas during his lifetime the mother 
would cast only her own vote alone, the subversive nature of this proposal 
is clear. It would obviously invalidate the woman’s vote if this were the 
case, because to the eleven million votes that constitute the male electorate, 
fifteen million children’s votes would be added, making a total of twenty- 
six million votes, as against the twelve million votes that would constitute 
the feminine electorate. 


- Le Droit des Femmes denounces this proposal in no uncertain terms, 
Saying : 


Dans la lutte electorale il n’y aura donc rien de change. La femme, 
suivant la forte expression de Victor Hugo, continuera a subir la loi de 
homme, seul maitre des destindees du pays. 


- Le vote feminin est une chose. Le vote familial est une autre chose. 


Le vote feminin a pour but de retablir l’equilibre entre les deux sexes, 
et de permettre a la femme citoyenne, de faire valoir les droits et de de- 
fendre les interets de la nation au meme titre que l’homme citoyen. 


Mettez ces deux corps, electoraux en presence: corps electoral masculin 
et corps electoral feminin, et la morale politique changera. Les femmes 
jouissant d’une influence politique egale a celle des hommes, vous les verrez 
immediatement entreprendre avec succes la guerre contre tous nos fleaux 
sociaux, l’alcoolisme, la tuberculose, la syphilis. : 


Du jour au lendemain, le marchand de vin sera detrone, il ne sera plus 
le grand electeur. 


Introduisez au contraire a cote du vote feminin, le vote familial tel 
qu’il est concu, avec mandat donne aux peres d’exercer le droit de vote des 
enfants, et tout aussitot les excellents effets que vous pouvez attendre du 
vote feminin disparaitront comme par enchantement. 
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THE SCULPTURE OF ALICE MORGAN WRIGHT 


HE work of Alice Morgan Wright possesses individualism to a 

marked degree. This individualism has developed since she executed 
the figure which is reproduced on the cover of this issue and which is 
selected because of its unique interest. mt 


Not so many years ago in London, Miss Wright took part in a demon- 
stration for suffrage along with the other up and coming women. This 
meant jail she knew. She also knew that it meant many good hours going 
to waste unless she went prepared. So she smuggled a goodly amount of 
clay past the alert guards at Holloway Jail the day she was imprisoned. 
Once inside, she proceeded to model a charming figure, but when it came 
to arms, she sadly discovered the lack of enough clay. 


About Miss Wright’s recent work, there is much to be said. First of 
all, much of it is impressionistic. Her “Wind Figure” and “Lady Mac- 
beth” are undoubtedly the most unusual, but her figure of “Medea” may 
also be classed with them. All are strangely appealing. A great deal of 
movement is expressed even in her lines of repose. “Medea” is depicted in 
her isolation and brooding, yet gives a curious feeling of surging motion. 
“Lady Macbeth” is also thovement, yet within the bounds of tensity and 
repose. In the three works mentioned, the obvious and archaic forms have 
been discarded. But not all of her work has been concentrated on the 
extreme, for Miss Wright has also modelled unusually exquisite panels in 
relief. 


Miss Wright is a member of the Woman’s Party. _ 


EQUAL RIGHTS IN CUBA 


HE first convention ever held in Latin-America by the Federated 
Women’s Clubs opened April Ist. 


The convention marks the first concentrated step on the part of Cuban 
women toward the winning of suffrage. Mrs. Pilar Morlon de Menendez, 
president of the Federation, in her address outlined the principles which 
the Federation advocates, stating that women who are interested in the 
welfare of their country should take an active part in their country’s life— 
that it was their duty to do so, that the welfare of the future citizens 
and the progress of their nation be safeguarded. 


Mrs. E. B. Newman, a member and Founder of the Woman’s Party 
who now makes her home in Cuba, writes to Alice Paul, from Havanna: 


“Last night in the National Theatre, the largest in Cuba, there was 
held the opening session of the Convention of the Federated Women’s 
Clubs of Cuba, the first in Latin-America. I believe it marks an epoch. 


“Mrs. Houston, as the delegate of the National Woman’s Party of the 
United States, presented the cable from you, greeting the opening of the 
Congress. She and I contributed a flag made of the purple, white and gold 
flowers of our Party, the flag being a little over three feet long and a foot 
wide. We had a little guard of honor of ten pretty young normal school 
girls, wearing the regalia you sent us some time ago, five on one side of 
the big stage (<‘most as large as the Metropolitan Opera House) and five 


on the other. Mrs. Houston, who is a loyal admirer and supporter of our 
Party, and I also wore the regalia. We had the palco draped in the large 
purple, white and gold flag you sent (a palco is a box) and we had a most 
artistic shield shaped card, large, with the diagonal colors shading from 
purple into white and then to gold with the words in large white shaded 
letters, which stood out in relief as of cut stone, National Woman’s Party. 
The ten girls wearing the regalia sat in the two boxes during the evening 
and made quite a splash of color. The theatre is arranged with three 
tiers of, boxes, the orchestra and the gallery, and we had the second floor 
row of boxes for the different delegations, and of course each box was . 
decorated with the flag or emblem of the organization. 


“During this week there are two sessions daily. At the Friday eve- 
ning session I shall speak in Spanish on the vote with reference to our 
National Woman’s Party of the United States and Thursday I speak on 
the rights of the illegitimate child. We will see what the aftermath. will 
be in results>~1 pray for a strongly sown seed and vigorous plant, for these 
women are gifted far beyond their men in intellect, in spiritual and mental 

wer, and it only needs a strong crack on the sex chain to free’ them. 
any are freed now but so many, many more need liberation.’ + ~~ 


“I am hopeful that this is the starting into motion of a successful 
fight for the vote here. How I admire and revere the women who like 
yourself have fought so unremittingly for us all, cannot be put into words. 
I feel that having been helpful, even in my small degree, to our ‘wonderful 
Woman’s Party—the memory of which helps me over the rough places— 
gives me something to feel grateful for. Until I die I am with you all, in 
so far as I can do anything.” 


LYDIA GIBSON JOINS EDITORIAL BOARD OF EQUAL RIGHTS 


DDITIONAL strength has come this week to Equal Rights through 

the gaining of Lydia Gibson for its editorial board. Lydia Gibson, 
known the country over -for her contributions of cartoons, designs and 
verses to the more radical magazines, sends the following letter to Inez 
Haynes Irwin of the National Council of the Woman’s Party: 


“You asked me the other day about using my name for the editorial 


list of Alice Paul’s new paper. Is it too late to say that upon thinking 
it over I shall be honored to have it used? And glad to do a cartoon or 
cover design occasionally if they will let mé know what they want.” 


The editorial board of Equal Rights now consists of Inez Haynes 
Irwin, Zona Gale, Hazel MacKaye, Mary Winsor, Mabel Potter Daggett, 
Rose Field, Doris Stevens and Lydia Gibson. Edith Houghton Hooker 
is editor in chief and chairman of the committee for the financing of the 


paper. 
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DEDICATION 


To the women of every land and nation, to their children who 
constitute all humanity, to the brave dead who opened the heavy door 
of the house of bondage, and to the valiant spirits who will lead com- 


img generations out into the sunshine, these pages are dedicated. 


May every woman who is not too idle to have a thought, or too 
vain to have a soul, or too rich in gold to have a heart, join in the 
great struggle for women’s freedom. 

Purity, Liberty, Justice—these we must work for! 


THE MINIMUM WAGE DECISION 


HE minimum wage decision rendered this week is of interest to all 
women because of the advance by the Supreme Court over its attitude 
toward women in the Muller case in 1908 and in the Miller case in 1¥15 


It is not within the province of the Woman’s Party, as a pureiy feminist 
organization, to discuss the constitutional question involved or to discuss 
the merits of minimum wage legislation as a method of bettering labor con- 
ditions. On these points we express no opifiion. 


But as a feminist organization, we are concerned with the attitude of 
the Supreme Court toward legislation on a sex basis. ‘lhe opinion by the 
Supreme Court this week reflects vividly the increasing tendency to regard 


Equal Rights 
women as adult human beings standing on an equal aii with men rather 
than as minors. 


Justice Sutherland brings this out clearly when he says: 


“The ancient inequality of the sexes otherwise than physical, as sug- 
gested in the Muller case has continued with ‘diminishing intensity.’ In 
view of the great—not to say revolutionary—changes which have taken 
place since that utterance, in the contractual, political and civil status of 
women, culminating in the nineteenth amendment, it is not unreasonable 
to say that these differences have now come almost if not quite to the van- 
ishing point. * * * We can not accept the doctrine that women of 
mature age, sui juris, require or may be subjected to restrictions upon their 
liberty of contract which could not lawfully be imposed in the case of men 
under similar circumstances. To do so would be to ignore all the implica- 
tions to be drawn from the present-day trend of legislation, as. well as that 
of common thought and usage, by which woman is accorded emancipation 
from the old doctrine that she must be given special protection or be sub- 
jected to special restraint in her contractual and civil relationships.” 


This is the opinion of the Supreme Court in 1923 towards legislating 
for women as minors instead of as adult human beings. Yet it was only 
a few years ago, in 1908, when this same Supreme Court said, in Muller 


vs. Oregon, in sustaining the ten-hour law for women: 


“History discloses the fact that woman has always been dependent upon 
man. He established his control at the outset by superior physical strength, 
and this control in various forms, with diminishing intensity, has continued 
to the present. As minors, though not to the same extent, she has been 
looked upon in the courts as needing special care that her rights may be 
preserved. Education was long denied her, and while now the doors of the 
school room are opened and her opportunities for acquiring knowledge are 
great, yet even with that and the consequent increase of capacity for busi- 
ness affairs it is still true that in the struggle for subsistence she is not an 
equal competitor with her brother. 


“ * * * Differentiated by these matters from the other sex, she is 
properly placed in a class by herself, and legislation designed for her pro- 
tection may be sustained, even when like legislation is not necessary for 
men and could not be sustained. It is impossible to close one’s eyes to the 
fact that she still looks to her brother and depends upon him. 


“Even though all restrictions on political, personal, and contractual 
rights were taken away, and she stood, so far as statutes are concerned, 
upon an absolutely equal plane with him, it would still be true that she is 
so constituted that she will rest upon and look to him for protection; that 
her physical structure and a proper discharge of her maternal functions— 
having in view not merely her own health, but the well-being of the race— 


justify legislation to protect her from the greed as well as the passion of 
man.” 


The courts are among the last places to express changes in popular 
opinion. When one finds the Supreme Court of the United States begin- 
ning to realize, in the words of Justice Sutherland, that woman should be 

“accorded emancipation from the old doctrine that she must be given 
special protection or be subjected to special restraint in her contractual and 
civil relationships,” one can feel that at last the world is beginning to rea- 
lize that women are adult human beings. 


| 
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SUPREME COURT HOLDS MINIMUM WAGE LAW UNCONSTITUTIONAL 


HE Supreme Court of the United States handed down an opinion on 
April 9 holding unconstitutional the District of Columbia minimum 
wage law for women. The opinion was given by Justice Sutherland. Jus- 
tices McKenna, Van Devanter, McReynolds and Butler joined in the 
opinion rendered by Justice Sutherland. Chief Justice Taft, Justice 


Holmes and Justice Sanford dissented. Justice Brandeis did not partici- 


pate in the hearing of the case. 


The court based its position on the right of the individual to freedom 
of contract in the fixing of wages, under the United States Constitution. 
The question of whether an exception should be made in the case of 
women was considered by the court and disposed of as follows: 


“The decision (referring to a previous decision by the United States 
Supreme Court upholding the ten-hour day for women, in Muller vs. Ore- 
gon) proceeded upon the theory that the difference between the sexes may 
justify a different rule respecting hours of labor in case of women and 
men, It is pointed out that these consist in differences of physical struc- 
ture especially in respect of the maternal functions, and also in the fact 
that woman has always been dependent upon men who established his con- 


trol by superior physical strength 


“But the ancient inequality of the sexes otherwise than physical, as 
suggested in the Muller case (p. 421) has continued with “diminishing in- 
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tensity.’ In view of the great, not to say revolutionary—changes which 
have taken place since that utterance, in the contractual, political and civil 
status of women, culminating in the ninteenth amendment, it is not un- 
reasonable to say that these differences have now come almost if not quite 
to the vanishing point. In this aspect of the matter, while the physical 
differences must be recognized in appropriate cases, and legislation fixing 
hours or conditions of work may properly take them into account, we 
can not accept the doctrine that women of mature agé\sui juris require- 
or may be subjected to restrictions upon their liberty of contract which 
could not lawfully be imposed in the case of men under similar circum- 
stances. To do so would be to ignore all the implications to be drawn 
from the present-day trend of legislation, as well as that of common 
thought and usage, by which woman is accorded emancipation from the old 
doctrine that she must be given special protection or be subjected to special 
restraint in her contractual and civil relationships. In passing, it may be 
noted that the instant statute applies in the case of a woman employer con- 
tracting with a woman employee as it does when the former is a man. 


“The relation between earnings and morals is not capable of standardi- 
zation. As a means of safeguarding morals, the attempted classification, 
in our opinion, is without reasonable basis * * * nor is there ground 
for distinction between women and men, for certainly if women require 
a minimum wage to preserve their morals, men require it to preserve their 
honesty. For these reasons and others which might be stated, the inquiry 
in respect of the necessary cost of living and of the income necessary to 
preserve health and morals presents an individual and not a composite 
question and must be answered for each individual considered by herself 
and not by a general formula prescribed by a statutory bureau.” 


JOSEPHINE PRESTON PEABODY 


OSEPHINE PRESTON PEABODY, the author of the Woman’s 
_§ Party Song, was one of those happy geniuses who are not only recog- 
nized as a genius during their life time, but during their very childhood. 
Some of her first poems were accepted by the Atlantic Monthly. The 
editor, struck by this fresh new note in American verse, wrote a formal 
note inviting her to come into the Atlantic Monthly office. When she 
arrived she turned out to be a child in short dresses. I was attending the 
Girls’ High School in Boston while Josephine Peabody was a student at 
the Girl’s Latin School. These schools were under the same roof and I 
used frequently to see this wonderful little person. I gazed upon her 
with something of the awe with which I think devout Siennese must have 
gazed upon Catherine of Sienna—a saint during her lifetime. Later when 
I became editor of the Distaff, the paper of the Girls’ High School, how I 
used to envy the editor of The Jabbawock—my friend, Abbie Farwell 
Brown, who was later to become a distinguished writer, because she could 
obtain for The Jabbawock all the poems she wanted from Josephine Pres- 
ton Peabody. 
Josephine Preston Peabody’s promise not only fulfilled itself but it 


fulfilled itself immediately. She was famous in Latin School and she 
became famous at Radcliffe College, famous at home, abroad and in the 
world at large. The picture I always remember of her belongs, curiously 
enough, not to her childhood, but to a later period. She revisited Radcliffe 
College one day while I was rehearsing in a college play. There are two 
charming oval windows which look from the main house of the historic 
Fay House into the Auditorium where the plays are given. I happened 
to glance across the hall from the stage and there—charmingly framed by 
one of those ovals—appeared the face of Josephine Preston Peabody. She 
was at all times lovely, with her olive coloring, her dusky hair, her dark 


eyes, soft yet so brilliant, and her red, red lips, but at that moment, there 


was a little quirk of question raising her slim, supply eyebrows and a little 
smile of appreciation revealing the glitter of little teeth. There was some- 
thing elvish, puckish about her. Yet she was so motionless that she 
looked as though a painting by Greuze had been slipped into that oval 


frame. 


I can see her yet. 
—Inez Haynes Irwin. 


THE WOMAN’S PARTY SONG 


| N OT long before her death Josephine Preston Peabody, one of Amer- 
ica’s foremost poets, wrote a song for the Woman’s Party. Mrs. 
Peabody was a member of the National Council of the Woman’s Party and 
aided the Equal Rights campaign in every way in her power. Her great- 
est gift to the organization was this song which has already endeared itself 
to ‘the members of the National Headquarters and which it is hoped will 
be learned by the members of the Woman’s Party everywhere and sung 
whenever they gather together. | 
The words of the song express in eight lines everything in the Woman’s 
movement in all lands and in all times. When these eight lines have been 
sung one feels that there is nothing more to be said—that all the Woman's 
movement stands for has been put forth. 
The music is borrowed from a Russian folk song. It was first learned 


by Woman’s Party members when they were in prison in Washington © 
during the suffrage struggle. Among the suffrage prisoners was Nina | 


Samaradin, a Russian, who sang the folk song in the District jail to her 
fellow-prisoners. They soon joined with her so that the song went up 
from cell after cell. With these memories around it, it was sung when- 
ever the former prisoners gathered together and finally was given words 
by Mrs, Peabody. 


The song is as follows: 


The walls that hold us from our onward sweeping, 
Walls barring women ever from the reaping, 

These walls must fall, standing together, 

Women shall take, their lives in their own keeping. 


Horizons wider, wider, ending never, 

Horizons beck’ning whither and wheresoever, / 
Horizons call, enter and conquer, 

The wider world ever, and forever. 


oom 
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NEWS FROM THE FIELD 


ROM Ohio each letter reports the passage of some of the Equal Rights 
bills by either House or Senate. Miss F. Lee Woodson, national 


organizer, in a letter received at National Headquarters, says: 


“Four of the bills on our program have now passed both Houses and 
need only the Governor’s signature. They are the equal guardianship bill, 
the bill equalizing the age of majority to twenty-one, the bill providing that 
the voting residence of a married woman shall be determined in the same 
manner as that of a married man, the bill providing that the mother’s con- 
sent as well as the father’s shall be necessary to the marriage of persons 
under twenty-one. One feature of our proposed bill failed, that is, we 
asked that the age of capacity to marry be made eighteen for persons 
instead of sixteen for girls and eighteen for boys. The Senate Judiciary 
Committee changed this to sixteen for both, and the House Judiciary Com- 
mittee changed it back to the present law, sixteen for girls and eighteen for 
boys. 

“Eight of our thirteen bills were reported out of Senate Committees 
and six of them passed the Senate. The two bills which the Senate refused 
to put on the calendar after favorable report of the committee were: Equal 
pay for equal work for all persons in public employment, and enlarged 
contract rights between husband and wife. The two bills which the House 
refused to put ont the Senate calendar after they had passed the Senate 
unanimously as party measures were bills providing that there should be no 
discrimination in pay schedules and giving a wife the same control of her 
husband’s property that the husband now has over his wife’s. 


“Representative Lipp of Cincinnati talked for our bills in the House 
and asked their passage as fulfillment of the Republican platform pledge to 
grant equality to women. The State platform pledge of the Republican 


party reads: 

“*‘We commend the influence for good government of the women vot- 
ers of Ohio and pledge ourselves to carry out the program of Equality 
they ask for.’” | 


The Ohio State Journal of April 7th under headlines which declared 
“Ohio Woman’s Party Notes Progress Here” gives this account of the 


campaign 


“National Woman’s Party members were rejoicing yesterday that a 
part of their program for removal of all legal discriminations against 
women has been accomplished by the legislature of Ohio. 


“The equal guardianship bill, started by the National Woman’s Party 
and since promoted by other women’s organizations as well, equalization 
of the age of majority, and separate voting residence for married women 
were among the measures passed, following intensive work by members of 
the organization. Their efforts were concentrated also upon the bill equal- 
izing the age at which marriage may be contracted and requiring the con- 
sent of both parties, and the bill authorizing no discrimination in pay sched- 
ules of teachers. 


“Dr. Gillette Hayden is state chairman of the National Woman’s Party, 
which is a non-partisan organization dedicated to the removal of all forms 
of subjection of women. Among the other women who have been particu- 
larly active in the campaign just completed are Mrs. Valentine Winters 
of Dayton, legislative chairman for Ohio and member of the National 
Advisory Council; Miss Fred Lee Woodson of Washington, attorney and 
legislative advocate; Mrs. James M. Rector, member of national advisory 
council; Miss Mary Brandon, State secretary; Mrs. E. B. Hawes, twelfth 
district chairman; Mrs. Thaddeus H. Brown, twelfth district secretary. 


Further Organization In Michigan. 


HE national organizer who has been assisting the Michigan Branch 
reports : 


“Mrs. James Elliott, of Lansing, one of the Founders of the Woman’s 
Party, has taken the chairmanship of her Congressional District branch of 
the Woman’s Party. Mrs. W. K. Morley, well known over the States as a 
suffragist, also a Founder of the Woman’s Party, has agreed to take the 
chairmanship of the Grand Rapids District Branch of the Woman’s Party. 
Among the new supporters of the Equal Rights program are Mrs. Eva 
Hamilton, State Senator at the last term of the legislature, who has become 
a Founder. Mrs. Rose Keller and Miss Broadbridge, both of Detroit, 
newly interested in the campaign, are becoming Life Members of the Or- 
ganization.” 


More Bills Introduced In Pennsylvania. | 


HE Pennsylvania Branch has introduced sixteen Equal Rights bills in 

their State legislature. Word comes from Mrs. Lawrence Lewis, 
member of the National Council, now in Harrisburg, with Caroline 
Katzenstein, member of the Pennsylvania Branch, that Senator Fletcher 
W. Stites of Narberth, on behalf of the Pennsylvania Branch of the 
Woman’s Party, has introduced Senate Bill 754, making the father equally 
responsible with the mother for concealing the death of an illegitimate 
child; Senate Bill 755, giving the mother under all circumstances the same 
and equal power and right with the father over their child ; Senate Bill 756, 
granting the mother equal right of action with the father in bringing an 
action for the seduction of their daughter ; Senate Bill 757, providing that 
the labor of a married woman shall be her own property instead of belong- 
ing to her husband ; Senate Bill 758, giving the mother equal right with the 
father to appoint a testamentary guardian for their child ; Senate Bill 759, 
giving a married woman the same right as a man to recover damages for 
personal injuries; Senate Bill 760, giving the widow the same right to 
letters of administration as is given a widower. 


Senator Albert D. MacDade of Chester, on behalf of the Pennsylvania 
Branch, has introduced Senate Bill 739, giving a married woman the right 
to choose her own settlement, which has been referred to Public Health 
and Sanitation Committee ; Senate Bill 740, authorizing a married woman 
to mortgage and convey her real property to the same extent as a married 
man, and to make contracts as if unmarried; Senate Bill 741, giving the 
married woman equal rights with the married man in distribution of prop- 
erty when there is no will; Senate Bill 742, giving a married woman the 
same rights as a married man to choose her own domicile ; Senate Bill 743, 
giving the wife equal rights with the husband in obtaining divorce; arid 
Senate Bill 744, making the effects of absolute divorce the same for the 
wife as for the husband. These bills have been referred to the Judiciary 
General Committee. 


Colorado Advocates Woman For United States Senate. 


& HE Colorado Branch of the National Woman’s Party is taking an 
active interest in the appointment of a woman as United States Sena- 
tor to succeed the late Senator Samuel D. Nicholson. 


The Denver Post of April 8th comments as follows: 


_ “Dr. Spencer in a letter to The Post states the Woman’s Party has 
‘simply asked Governor Sweet to appoint a woman, leaving it to his dis- 
cretion as to what woman would most ably fill the position and carry out 
the policies he advocated in the pre-election campaign.” 


The Colorado Springs Evening Telegraph of April 5th says: 


“More names of women for the appointment as United States Senator 
from Colorado have been suggested to Governor Sweet. The name of 
Mrs. Lillian Kerr of Colorado Springs was the first suggested.” | 


Oklahoma Court “Does Not Look With Favor Upon Women On A 
High Tribunal. 


ORD comes from Mrs. Florence Cobb, state chairman of the 

Oklahoma Branch, that the Oklahoma Supreme Court has refused 
to confirm the Governor’s nomination of Mrs. Kathryn Van Leuven as a 
member of the newly created Supreme Court Commission on the ground 
“that the court does not look with favor upon women on a high tribunal.” 
Mrs. Van Leuven is a member of the National Woman’s Party. The 
opinion of the court, so out of line with the trend of modern public opin- 
ion, is being widely criticised in the press and by the Oklahoma branch of 
the Woman’s Party. 
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April 21, 1923 
The Daily Oklahoman of April 8th comments as follows: 


“Prominent among those whom the court would not accept was Mrs. 
Kathryn Van Leuven, assistant attorney general, the lone woman to be 
selected. It was announced that the Supreme Court did not ‘look with 
favor upon women on a high tribunal.’ It was understood that the ob- 
jections to Mrs, Van Leuven would apply to any other woman.” 


The Daily Oklahoman of April 9th carries the following article: 


“Declaring that the refusal of the State Supreme Court to confirm the 
appointment of Mrs. Kathryn Van Leuven as a member of the Supreme 
Court Commission was reactionary and unfair to women, Mrs. Florence 
Cobb, of Wewoka, state chairman of the National Woman’s Party, Sun- 
day said that the only appeal from the decision was the ballot. 

“In commenting on the action of the high court, she said: 

““*We learn from the news columns of Sunday morning that the Su- 
preme Court of Oklahoma has declined to confirm Governor Walton’s 
appointment of Mrs. Kathryn Van Leuven to the Supreme Court Com- 
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mission on the grounds that the court does not look with favor upon 
women on a high tribunal. 

_“*The National Woman’s Party is of the opinion that the above de- 
cision of the judges is entirely out of accord with enlightened public opin- 
ion. In support of its contentions it cites the magnificent majority by 
which Mrs. Florence Allen was elected to the Supreme Court of Ohio. 

“*From this opinion of the Oklahoma Supreme Court there is no 


appeal except to the voters of the State. Such an appeal will beyond ques- 
tion be taken to the voters at the proper time.’ ” 


Commenting on the court’s stand Mrs. Estelle Balfour Bennett, vice- 
chairman of the Woman’s Party in Oklahoma, writes to Headquarters: 


“The following for your information: 


- “Kathryn Van Leuven, formerly assistant attorney general of the State 
of Oklahoma, ablest and best qualified candidate for Supreme Court Com- 
mission, nominated on Thursday, nomination reconsidered and rejected on 
Saturday with the remarks from the appointive power that ‘no petticoats 

were wanted on the Supreme Bench and this applies to all women.’ ” 


GOVERNMENT WORKERS DEMAND EQUAL REPRESENTATION 


HE Government Worker’s Council of the National Woman’s Party 

has launched a drive to secure equal representation for women on all 
personnel boards in the Government departments. To quote from a state- 
ment just issued by the Council: 


“The ‘Classification Act of 1923,’ just passed by Congress, establishes 
the principle of ‘equal compensation for equal work irrespective of sex,’ 
but it does not specifically require the appointment of women on personnel 
boards which pass on investigations, allocations, appointments, assignments, 
ratings, promotions, transfers and dismissals. 

“Without EQUAL REPRESENTATION on these boards women 
will still be refused appointment, assignment, and promotion to the higher 
grades of work which carry the higher salaries, and the spirit of the Act 
will be nullified. No law in itself can establish fair play between men 
and women if its entire administration is in the hands of men, and these 
boards now rarely have one woman member, though more than 50 per 
cent. of Government employees in the Departmental Service are women. 

“The GOVERNMENT WORKER’S COUNCIL of the NATIONAL 
WOMAN’S PARTY is organized to secure equal opportunity and recog- 
nition for women in the Government service and to work for the re- 
moval of all discriminations based on sex. The COUNCIL is demanding 
that women be given EQUAL REPRESENTATION on all these boards 
by the Personnel Classification Board (on which women are not at present 
represented), just appointed and empowered to establish ‘uniform pro- 
cedure’ in each Department for carrying out this Act.” 


‘This statement which has been issued in the form of a dodger to be 
circulated in the Government departments ends with the appeal: 


“If you believe in the principle of EQUAL REPRESENTATION 
and want to see women given an equal voice with men in determining the 


conditions of their work, join the COUNCIL and help to secure the ap- 


pointment of women on all the personnel boards in your Department.” 
A membership blank is attached. 


The campaign is being developed in three directions. Deputations 
have been organized to all the members of the Personnel Classification 
Board, which has the power to-establish “uniform procedure” in the vari- 
ous departments for the reclassification work and which therefore can 
insist on the appointment of women on the personnel boards. Deputations 
have been sent to the members of the board not only from the Government 
Worker’s Council, necessarily composed entirely of Government workers, 
but also from the Woman’s Party as a whole. It is yet too early to give 
the results of these interviews, but in every instance the Classsification 
Board members seemed genuinely interested in the «demand for equal 
representation and professed a desire to see fair play accorded women in 
the reclassification now under way. 


Besides these deputations, a publicity campaign will be carried on 
through the press, and the membership drive among Government workers 
continued. A series of meetings is in progress at the Government hotels 


and other houses where Government workers live, which will probably 


culminate in a mass-meeting to bring to a focus the demand for immediate 
representation. 


This campaign for the appointment of women on departmental boards 
covers only one of the demands formulated in the platform of the Council, 
but in view of the passage of the Reclassification Act, it was felt to be 
of the most immediate concern. 


The platform of the Council which was adopted last fall, is as follows: 
The Government Worker’s Council of the National Woman’s Party 


endorses the principle of Equal Rights for men and women. We pledge 
ourselves to work for the removal of all discriminations against women _ 
in the Government service based on sex. We demand: 


1. That all examinations in the civil service shall be open to women 
on equal terms with men; that a single register shall be kept of men and 
women from which appointments are made in order of rating regardless 


of sex, and that no new register shall be hipeal 05 
ter is exhausted. ies opened until the previous regis 


2. That woman shall no longer be excluded from executive, admin- 


istrative and high-salaried positions, and that there shall be no discrimina- 
tion against women in 


a. Appointment. 
b. Assignment. 
c. Title. 

d. Promotion. 
e. Salary. 


_ 3. That there shall be a special Board or Committee in every sub- 
division of each Department and independent organization, on which 
women shall have equal representation with men to fix salaries and to pass 


on all reorganizations, investigations, appointments, assignments, ratings, 
promotions, demotions, transfers and dismissals. | 


4. That there shall be no discrimination against women because of 
marriage, | 


Cases illustrating the discriminations against women are being col- 
lected by the Council and a bulletin is in preparation to show the inferior 
status which women hold in all government departments. Through such 
investigations, published from time to time in the press, and reported at 
public meetings, the position of women in the Government service is grad- 
ually becoming known and a widespread protest growing against existing 
conditions. 


The officers of the Government Worker’s Council are Miss Laura M. 


Berrien, chairman, and Miss Mary C. Pittman, secretary. 
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COMMENTS OF THE PRESS 


From The Sacramento Union (California), March 30, 1923. 


ke the legislature is pending a bill, known as the Jones-Broughton bill, 
which has for its object the equalizing of the rights of husband and 
wife over community property. 

If there be one sound objection to the Jones-Broughton bill, it is that 
it does not place the husband and wife on an absolute legal equality in every 
respect as regards community property. It goes far, but not far enough. 


Presumably to palliate the waning portion of our population which is- 


resentful of the wife having the same rights as the husband in the com- 
munity, the Jones-Broughton bill provides that the husband may retain 
possession of the wife’s share of the community property after her death 
for a limited time, in the event that she should will her portion to her chil- 
dren ‘or to some other person whom she might deem worthy. 

The same time-worn objections are raised against giving to the wife 
an equality of interest in the community property, as was advanced against 
the abolition of human slavery. 

“Business will be affected” ; “the husband’s credit will be impaired,” if 
the wife dares to will her one-half interest in the property that she worked 
and saved to acquire, to her children, or to others she may choose. “The 
husband’s legal assets would be twained.” 

When will the day come that “business” will not be placed above intrin- 
sic justice? 

Men have made laws for women since the era that law-making began, 
and they have always made laws more for their own interests than they 
have for the women’s interests. 

If a wife and a husband from their joint labor, from their joint skill, 
from their joint thrift and economy, accumulate a competency, whether 
that competency amounts to five dollars or fifty millions, one-half of what- 
ever is accumulated belongs equitably to each spouse. 

’ When death terminates the marriage relation, what the wife equitably 
owned during her lifetime should be governed by precisely the same law 
as is the husband’s estate in the event of his death, 


The argument advanced that the extension to the wife of precisely the 
same rights over the community property that the husband enjoys is a 
“deprivation of the husband’s share” is a false argument—false because 
what the wife may choose to do with her share of community property, 
which she has earned, is not depriving the husband of anything to which 
he is justly entitled. Taking from him what was never his is not depriva- 
tion. 

The argument that the bill will produce dissension and discord has 
no merit. 


Between whom will it create discord? Has not ‘the wife the same right, 
having labored to acquire one-half of the community property, to say that 
she prefers to bequeath her half to her daughter rather than to her hus- 
band? 


It will not produce discord. It will produce harmony, because it is 
founded on inherent right and justice. 


No law, no statute, no habit, no custom, however ancient can make 
right that which is inherently wrong and unjust. 


The political equality of husband and wife, now an accomplished fact 
in this land, must be followed up with an economic equality. 

_ There is no foundation upon which any fair-minded man can impartially 
erect a structure which gives to the husband greater rights, greater privi- 
leges, than is given to the wife. 

The present community laws of California are a relic of the past—a 
past whose mists are shrouded from historic gaze. Woman has risen 
from the position of a chattel to, in fact, the equal of man—equal politi- 
cally, equal intellectualy, equal economically—and any law on our statute 
books which is in contravention of this equality must be wiped from it. 

This is a land of liberty, equality, justice and law. 

The Jones-Broughton bill should be strengthened to meet what every 
thinking and intelligent man knows is a wrong to every married woman— 
should be amended so that the economic equality between husband and 
wife over their joint accumulation is a fact. 


TWO MILLION DOLLAR FUND 


TREASURER’S REPORT—Edith Ainge, Treasurer. 
National Woman’s Party, Capitol Hill, Washington, D. C. 
Auditors: American Audit Company. 
Receipts of National Headquarters, December 7, 1912, to April 7, 
1923, $1,095,855.65. 
Contributions, membership receipts and other receipts, April 7, 1923, 
to April 12, 1923: | 
Mrs. Elizabeth S. Rogers, N. Y... $10.00 


Miss Daisy G. Stewart, D. C..... 1,00 Mrs. Albert Frankel.................. .5O 
Mrs. Louise Natali-Graham, Md. 70.00 Mrs. Helen T. Wenz.................. 50 
Miss Anita Pollitzer, 8. C........... 25.00 Mrs. W. Morgan Brennan....... 50 
Miss Katharine Lindsay, N. Y..... 5.00 Mrs. Margaret MacRai.............. 50 
Mrs. Bertha W. Fowler, Col....... 50.00 Dr. BE. Doyohert.........i................ 50 
Miss Mary A. Dohn, I?1................ 5.00 Miss Katherine M. Shaw.......... 50 
._Miss Aline E. Solomons, D. C....— 1.00 Miss Alma R. Sammis.............. 50 
Miss. Julia S..Howard, Ohio........ 5.00 Mrs. Sima 50 
Miss Bertha Rudolph, 111............ 5.00 Miss Carolyn E. Martin ........... 50 
Miss Bertha FE. Low, Cal.............. 10.00 Mrs. Frances G. Roberts......... 5O 
Mrs. Jane V. Kelley, Pa....... fh sy 1.00 Mrs. George L. Fisher................ 50 
Miss Katherine A. Pritchett, Pa. 1.00 Miss Ruth M. Pickell................ 50 
Miss Aimee Stone, Pa ................. 1.00 Mrs. M. Adele Daveson.............. 50 
Miss Mary E. Austin, Pa.............. 1.00 Mrs. David W. Tovey................ 5.00 
Mrs. Charles Thrush, Pa.............. 1.00 Miss Annie Goodrich ................. 5.00 
Mrs. M. H. Smith, D. C................. 1.00 Mrs. Robert C. Adamson ......... 5.00 
Mrs. Laura M. Wight, D C........... ~ 1.00 Miss Celia Stein.......................... 5.00 
Per New York Committee: Mrs. Ella Guilford...................... 50 
Mrs. Abbott 5.00 Mrs. Daniel O’Connell............... 50 
Mrs. C. J. Thatchet................< §.00 New York City Committee ..... 200.00 

Miss Kosalie F. Janoer............ 5.00 Mrs. John W. Brannan, N .Y....“~ 40.00 
-Miss Janet Wilbur..................... 5.00 Miss Helen A. Colhoun, D. C...... 10.00 
Miss Maud Bridges ................... 50 Miss Hazel Blair, D. C................. 1.00 
Mrs. M. H. Wiseman ................. 50 Miss Lillie M. Curtis, Pa........... 5.00 
Mrs. Minnie Tuck.................. Pa 50 Miss Helen L. Anthony, Ohio...... 1.00 
Miss Nellie T. Raller............. 100.00 
Miss Rhoda E. Rawlins ........... 50 Mrs. Nion Tucker, Cal............. 1.00 
Mrs. Julia Barckrevinck .......... .50 #Mrs. Emelie L. Max, Mich......... 10.00 
50 Miss Lucile Dooley, D. C............ 10.00 
Mrs. Ethel S. Commerford........ 50 Mrs. M. F. Gillinder, Pa............... 10.00 
Mrs. Marion B. Cothren............ .50 Miss Anita Pollitzer, 8. ©............. 50.00 


Miss Louise Connally, N. J......... 5.00 Rent of rooms at Headquarters. 63.75 


Mrs. John C. Cutter, Utah............ 10.00 

Miss Eleanor Brannan, N. Y....... 5.00 Total receipts through April ; 
Miss Georgina Stanton, Conn...... 5.00 Total receipts December 7, 1912, 

4.50 through April 12, 1923....$1,006,634.40 


INTERESTING BALTIMORE MEETINGS 


People’s Party—Saturday, April 21, 8 P. M., 1222 St. Paul Street. 
Speaker, Mr. J. C. Grinnalds of the City Zoning Commission. 

J. G. L. Tea—Tuesday, April 24, 3 P. M., 817 North Charles Street. 
Speaker, Howard W. Jackson, Democratic Candidate for 
Mayor. 

Women’s Co-Operative League—Wednesday, April 25, 3 P. M., 
817 North Charles Street. Regular Monthly business meeting. 

— Advertisement. 
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